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Aiming High for Disabled Children

Pictured from left to right: Coralie Cross, Ed Balls and Therese Lord

On 22nd March, we were invited to talk to the RT Hon
Ed Balls MP about Parent Participation in Lincoln-
shire.

We highlighted the good practice currently taking
place but also highlighted the challenges that we are
experiencing in our county.

The good news is that the LPCC are leading the way,
being the largest parent network in the country, with
now over 1700 parents and carers on our

network. If you know any parents who are not on our
network please let them know our details.

Together we can make a difference!
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4 Parent Conferences )
We have just hosted seven Parents conferences throughout Lincolnshire giving
parents information regarding the Services and support that is available in their

area.

The Conferences have proven very successful and we have had lots of positive
feedback.

A separate post conference newsletter will be circulated as soon as the large
\ amount of feedback we received has been collated. /

Our website is now being refurbished and we
welcome your ideas for this. You can drop us
an email with the subj
suggestiond and weol |
IT skills are up to it that is!)
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Special Schools Review

As many of you will be aware, Lincolnshire County Council has just undertaken a re-
view of the statementing process. Despite tremendous concerns by parents, schools
and some councillors, the proposal concerned with statementing was passed by the
Council and it is now being implemented. The LPCC are involved in the task group
that is looking at ways of monitoring that implementation and at how everyone involved
can be held accountable. We will keep you posted of any updates with this.

The County Council are currently beginning a second review; this time of Special
Schools. The review is being led by Paul Snook, who works for the CfBT (Council for
British Teachers) and he is a former Head of a Special School.

Paul wants people to know that this review is now taking place and so is informing par-
ents and carers of children who attend county special schools via their schools. How-
ever, he is aware that the review will also be of interest to parents and carers who
have children with additional needs but who may not at present attend a special
school. He has therefore asked us to send out, on his behalf, a letter, which explains
the purpose and scope of the review (please ask for a copy if you do not have one).

You will be pleased to know that the LPCC has representatives attending the review
meetings to put forward parents' views on this matter. They have vast experiences
themselves of various special schools and even with transfers from mainstream to
special.

If you have any comments to make regarding this, please email us and put in the sub-
ject heading 'special schools review'. We may not be able to respond to every email
we receive regarding this but we will certainly voice your opinions and experiences in
our meetings to help shape the policies being drawn up on special schools.




Therese to represent East Midlands in National Parent Forum Network

The Department of Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) has asked Together for Disabled Chil-
dren (TDC) to set up a pilot National Parent Forum Network to ensure that all of the knowledge,
experience and successes of the individual Parent Carer Networks nationally is not lost but is
shared across the country.

Strong parent participation has always been a major part of the Aiming High for Disabled Children
programme but there have been huge differences in the level of success of the individual Carer
networks across the country.

TDC has chosen nine parent representatives from each of the regions to establish this national
network. They have all been chosen on the basis of their experience and are all from extremely
active parent forums.

We are extremely proud and pleased to be able to inform you that Therese Lord from the Lincoln-
shire Parent Carer Council has been chosen to represent the East Midlands. Speaking after a Na-
tional Conference in London where the initiative was announced by Ed Balls Minister for Children,
Schools and Families, Therese Lord said I &
forward to contributing to the National Forum. | would like to thank all families in Lincolnshire who
have helped to make the Lincolnshire Parent

Short Breaks

Please can you help on a very important topic? We need your opinions about some new draft regula-
tions which cover parent/ carers® short breaks a

The government is consulting on these rules which mean local councils must provide services so carers
can have a break/holidays. This new rule is part of the Children and Young Persons Act 2008 and was
introduced because, if carers have breaks, then they can care for their children better as they feel
rejuvenated and refreshed.

This consultation also includes:
q Who can get a short break
i How you can get a short break
i What type of break
i When you can get a break

Contact a Family is responding to this survey, so please email your of
una.summerson@cafamily.org.uk or call 020 7608 8742.

NOTE: The consultation finishes on 26 April 2010.

Benefit Claimants Receive Free Mobile Calls

The DWP (Department for Works and Pensions) together with a number of mobile pro-
viders has agreed that calls to the
ers. Orange, Virgin Mobile, O2, T-Mobile, Vodafone and Tesco Mobile have all agreed
to stop charging customers when they ring the 0800 numbers. These numbers are the ones you
call when claiming benefits for the first time, or when in need of emergency payments and crisis
loans. The mobile providers cover 90% of the market in the United Kingdom. For Information on
the new arrangements go to:

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/press-releases/2010/january-2010/dwp007-150110.shtml



mailto:una.summerson@cafamily.org.uk

EDUCATION - SEN PROPOSAL UPDATE...

A big thank you to all parents, carers and schools who supported us in challenging the SEN proposal by
writing to the DCSF and the Secretary of State. However, county councillors decided to approve the pro-
posal to delegate funds which will take effect from April 2010.

Councillors did however manage to secure some changes to the original proposal in that postcodes will n
|l onger be used in the funding calculation and t
nancial security to those schools who would have otherwise had less money under the new scheme but <
had the same responsibilities to provide for children with additional needs.

Subsequently, the Secretary of State granted permission to alter part of the calculation on funding school
A review of the proposal I's to be undertaken ir

from the county councillors. We will keep you posted on this.
~ A\ .

No need to
book

COffee Morr"ng Meet other

parents

Where and when?

26th April
BOSTON New England Hotel, Wide Bargate, 24th May
Boston, PE21 6SH 10-12pm
The Homestead 28th April
LINCOLN St Johns Park, Canwick Road 26th May
Bracebridge Heath,Lincoln, LN4 2RS 12.30¢2pm
The Vine Hotel (Best Western)
SKEGNESS Vine Road,Seacroft 6th May 2010
Skegness PE25 3DB 11.00¢12.30pm
The Royal Mail Cart 21st April
SPALDING Pinchbeck Road 11th May
Spalding, PE11 1QL 10-12pm
LOUTH Best Western, Kenwick Park Hotel, Kenwick F 5th May
Estate, Louth, LN11 8NR 11.30¢1pm
Best W Ki Hotel, 130 North Parad 22nd Apr“
GRANTHAM est Western, Kings Hotel, orth Parad 20th May

Grantham, NG31 8AU
10.30¢12.30pm

I AO1TYlLYy 1 AEf 126¢€ 10th May >

GAINSBOROUGH Gainsborough, DN21 1HH 11.0Q; 12.30pm

If you are after a bit of encouragement to come and meet with us, then phone Coralie
on 0777 945 6627 or use the email and phone number on the front page.

These are informal get -togethers where parents and carers can talk and relax.

Qate for your diaries T Carers week 14th 7 20th June >




